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TRANSCENDENTALISM. 

BY JOHN I. FLOTJRNOY, OP GEORGIA. 

Every system carried to its high, or greatest perfection becomes trans- 
cendental. Heaven is a place of transcendental abstract goodness, and 
whatever approaches as nearly to be like Paradise as possible, must par- 
take of its character. That schemes fall short of attaining this desirable 
state or remain in a condition of doubtful perfection, and often untimately 
fail, cannot be ascribed to the want of ability or industry of the wisest 
friends of either ; but must be attributable to the opposition and checks, 
the ridicule and the obloquy of the world, too intent on selfish and secu- 
lar concerns to have the self-denying patience to admire or foster abstract 
innovations upon crude errors, which, for administering to the present, 
though a temporary comfort, seem preferable to the far fetched and slow 
motions of a tardy improvement. 

In every design, excepting ^immediate war or robbery, long patience 
and tedious labor, chequered over with disappointments, and cheered by 
the voice of success, are the inevitable accompaniments. So imperfect 
s the standard of ameliorations — and so awkward often its means, that 
depression is the heir-loom of every reformer, — and though some choice 
spirits ultimately triumph and bequeath to coming ages, structures of 
moral, and sometimes physical import, others lead a life of derision and 
hopelessness, and die visionaries. 

Thus, we have observed the Peace cause to invite the sympathy and 
approval of all, of whatsoever rank or condition of life — and after years, 
it numbers, compared with its vast utility and undubitable beneficence, 
so few of all the immense multitudes of the human family ! Its progress, 
like that of the Holy Gospel, has been worked by a severe struggle of 
generous bosoms against the innate temptations to depravity, so peculiar 
to man. If to the profane a few " cutting oaths " be a relief — to the 
heart brooding upon fair peace and comtemplating with passionless for- 
bearance the beauties of non-resistance, how seasonable a consolation may 
be the cherished idea, if adopted, that in some instances, and the one be- 
fore us, war is a necessary evil, and cannot, except by inveterate and vis- 
ionary Utopians, be neglected. Between the appetites of excitement and of 
endurance — irrascible people can seldom prove meet friends to any sta- 
tionary course of benevolence. The very pastime of battles, and the sight 
of cordons of the military with " sonorous music blowing martial sounds," 
throw the quietude of the man of life, into the shade before the exercise 
of that of death. 
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But still, as by resolution and perseverance, our cause might at length 
become in all its placidity, respectable enough to influence as it now visi- 
ibly does the impulse of governments, and as the system becomes a fixed 
star in the moral and religious world — other relations would have to be 
connected with its progress, for no improvement can remain stationary 
when at its ultimatum. The popularity of peace, would guaranty its ex- 
tension. How can that extent be except by the policy of diffusing its 
broad principles ? Let us examine into the aspect of kindred systems 
which the exalted attitude of peace would necessarily embrace. As an 
extension of benevolence it would recognize all the collateral relations 
peculiar to it. Non-resistance — charity of brethrenship — the greatest 
practical and rational freedom of the family of man, and all the attending 
or corrollary circumstances which may be comprised within the operations 
of either. A multiplicity of objects, which when one system be "placed 
beyond contingency," may attract the still increasing and to be increased 
labor of the legitimate transcendentalists. But at this day, to diffuse our 
efforts among the adjuncts previous to the virtual and vital establishment 
of the grand parent association, would endanger the welfare of that chief 
concernment ! "We have to aim at one project — to give it breathing time, 
and a deep and broad foundation in the popular and national heart, before 
the numerous matters of its accompanying charity can consistently receive 
our attention. They are only postponed — not lost sight of. 

At present and for years to come yet, the main and even the solitary 
object of the Peace Society, is and would be to persuade the adoption by 
our own and other governments of an international arbitration, visible in 
a Congress of Nations. How difficult this desirable attainment ! Until 
this be attained, the society never can recognize, except as affairs peculiar 
to the affection of just men, any other charitable project in any way ab- 
sorbing to its attention. The fulfilment of one Qrea; law — the suspension 
of arms — the recognizance, by power, of the force and greater success of 
peace movements — and in fact the rendering peace a fashion entirely super- 
ceding its antagonist ; these would open the way to the admission of 
broad charity with all the urbanities and philanthropies of life. The 
one chief object atttained, all others would by the subdued and philosophic 
and truly christian sympathies of men become the study of the chosen, 
whilst the state of the world may fit mankind generally to be docile re- 
cipients of the truth. 

Thus, legitimately stands, the American Peace Society. Next to the 
Gospel, and perhaps the Bible Society, it is at the head of every Godly 
principle. It is the very leaven of the Sanctuary. How broad a field 
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may be opened to the application of its benevolence, when men begin to 
comprehend it and to cast away as loathsome incuba and harrassing draw- 
backs, their vile passions, excitements and consecutive predilections ! Pat- 
riots will see that mistaken patriotism, and often some latent desire for a fa- 
mous name, involve the country in worse difficulties and make her bleed at 
more pores than the combined assaults of a world in arms : and the best 
policy with statesmen would be to let the land alone, bt leaving 
unmolested other Empires. An entire reversion of the Eoman 
model : a condign check upon Grecian rapacity : an oblivion of the course 
of the world, without much interruption, since the fatal error of our pa- 
rents in Eden. Nations finding the expense and intense troubles of war 
to more than counterbalance the resulting benefit of any conquest, would 
begin to study political ethics, and to find the great saving maxim per- 
taining to the world, that which in the oracles of life and light has been 
applied to individuals : " Having food and raiment, be therewith content." 
" Contentment with godliness is great gain," etc. None but some Alex- 
ander, weeping because his father would leave him nothing to achieve, 
and ultimately crying for want of other worlds to conquer ; — none but 
some Bonaparte wrapped up in the contemplation of self, and intent on 
fame though a world perish, — who exemplified in his person the malig- 
nity of man, when unchecked and left with armies obedient to his bidding 
in the bloody work — none but these can or do disdain those mild and 
wisest precepts of political and moral wisdom, given U3 from the Prophets 
and Apostles. And yet what has the name of Alexander become before 
posterity side by side, with that of Socrates ? What title to immortality 
has Bonaparte, to be compared to that of John Wesley ? In the sequel 
behold how the peaceful and godly live remembered and admired to the 
latest times, and observe how the forgotten name of conquerers sink in 
the rubbish of men's delusions, or recollected at length by scholars as 
fearful examples ! 

The peace society is peculiar. It has a just work to fulfil. It is a 
steward of much, and great will be its reward. Among all the members 
and friends, of whatsoever persuasion of religion or politics, or mode of 
life, one union of brotherhood ought to prevail and be universal. Like 
masonic brethren without their secrecy, the affection of our friends ought 
to be adjunct to that natural sympathy of relationship which ever makes 
one brother by the same father and mother, to look with toleration and 
kindness upon the hopes, aspirations and doings of another. 



